








TIP4
STIR UP SOME CHAOS

--ENJOY LIFETIME THERAPY i
FOR ONLY $29999]'¢ Biuso-T.S.0.L

& Cadillac Tramps

The new Marauder bridges the gap between an entry
level kit relegated to the practice

intermediate set that sees a

woodshed - at a price that fi

musician's budget. Trouble free

Introducing the
new Peace Marauder Se

at authorized dealer
« availa n USA only
~ Free practice pad and sticks with
to combat separation
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left-hand corner of the panel
shows abour 0.05. That num-
ber translates to 5 percent, or
“1 hit in every 20 will be af-
fected.”

TIPS

SLICE & DICE

When you click on the metal
grill in the middle of the
RMX interface, a new sub-
panel called Edit Group
opens. This section looks ex-
tremely simple (FIG. 1), but it
multiplies the power of RMX
by about a hundred cimes.
Each sampled hic in each loop
can have its own complete set
of sound parameters and ef-
fects processing. The main
limitation here is the CPU
power of your computer. If
you add too many effects, you
may have to “freeze” the RMX
track in your sequencer (see
“FREEZER BURN?” sidebar).
Bur this is a painless process.
Don’t let it intimidate you
into ignoring this powerful re-
source.

You can do tricks like

adding an occasional

reversed snare sound
without affecting anything

When you click on the As-
sign button in the Edit Group
panel, you'll see 2 menu (FIG. 3)
thac lets you grab vatious
rhythmic elements and auto-
matically turn them into a sep-
arate group. For example, you
might select the backbeats and
then route this Edit Group
through a reverb effect.

But whar if the beat you're
using has an anticipation on
one of the snare hits? In that
case, automatically grouping the
backbeats won't work. Instead,
you'll need to create an Edic
Group by hand. Here’s how:

1) Make sure your sequencer
is routing incoming MIDI to
RMX. Play a chromatic scale on

SECRETS OF MIDI QUANTIZATION

HOW TIGHT IS
TOO TIGHT?

MIDI sequencing was born in
1984. Within a few months it
already had a bad rap
because sequences
sounded stiff and robotic.
The MIDI just couldn't let the
time breathe. Of course, if
you like that sound, any MIDI
sequencer will be happy to
help you. But today's
sequencers have some slick
tools that let you tighten up a
sequenced beat while
preserving a human feel.

To begin with, you need a
MIDI module that has
sampled drum sounds, a
sequencer in which to record
a few patterns, and either a
keyboard or (better yet) some
MIDI trigger pads to do the
recording with.

The process of fixing the
timing of MIDI tracks is called
quantization. When you
quantize a note, you're
moving it forward or
backward in time from the
spot where it was recorded —
shifting it so that the start of
the note aligns with the beat.
Quantization is usually
applied not to a single note,

but to a group of notes or to a

your MIDI keyboard and identi-
fy all the notes that you want to
be in the new Edit Group.

2) Play che first note that
you want to group.

3) In the Assign menu,
choose “Create Edit Group
(First Play a MIDI Note).” A
new group called Edit Group 1
will appear in the upper drop-
down menu. The note you just
played will be assigned to it.

4) In the Assign menu,
choose “Enable Add/Remove
Slice.” This will cause a new
button to appear in the Edit
Group subpanel.

5) Play the next note you
want to assign to Edit Group 1.
The Remove Slice button will

change to an Add Slice button
—click it.

6) Repeat step 5 until you've
added all the notes you ragged
in step 1 to the Edit Group.

7) Go back to the Assign
menu and select “Disable

Add/Remove Slice.”

That'’s all chere is ro ir.
Now you have a new Edic
Group thar conrains all of
your selected hits. You can
now do whatever over-the-top
things you can think of with
this group. You can change
the pitch of those notes; re-
verse their sample playback;
fileer or pan them differently;
add different effects to chem
in the RMX effects rack; even
route them to a separate audio
output for processing with
other plug-in effects. Each
Edit Group also has its own
Chaos Designer panel, so you
can do tricks like adding an
occasional reversed snare
sound without affecting any-
thing else in the loop.

BY

while sloppy timing will be
cleaned up.

whole track Quantize Setup .
Before quantizing, you Gud Quantize ———
select the rhythmic grid to [ n . .
which the notes will be | 115 b f EETE - -
quantized. Most often this is e 3 -
a sixteenth-note grid. But i I 1l | 23%  Swing
depending on your i
sequencer's features, you | j Tuplet
can also use some other . L
value, like triplets. U]m— —————————— | 0% Magnelic Area

Instead of slamming all of
the notes rigidly onto the
grid, you can use percentage

Instead of quantizing to a
straight-time rhythmic grid,
you can add a little swing or
shuffle (or a lot). The amount
of swing should be
adjustable, and you should
be able to choose either
eighth-note or sixteenth-
note swing.

Another advanced
feature is groove
quantization. You may be

quantization. This command T
moves each note partway to
the nearest point on the grid.
With a sixteenth-note grid
and a setting of 75 percent,
for instance, each note will
move 3/4 of the way to the |
nearest sixteenth-note.
Percentage quantization is a |
terrific way to tighten up
loose playing without losing
the feel.

Some sequencers offer a
quantization window. With
this feature, you select a

I

r Presets ————

I
Store I I
Remove I
M Move Controller

5.x Import I

l

il b

11I|l(‘|4)

'_;-l Non Quanlize
ﬂ Random Quantize
:f] Iterative Strength

M Auto

diddalatadd

Apply Quantize I

able to define a groove
template using hand editing,
or extract a template from an
existing part where you
particularly like the feel of the
groove. Then the template
can be used to quantize
other parts so that they'll lock
onto the groove.

Some sequencers will let
you add a bit of randomness
to the timing of quantized
parts. The theory is that this
adds a “human” element, but
I've never cared for the

narrow region around each
line on the beat grid and tell
the sequencer, “If the note is
within this region, don't move
it at all” This way, notes that
are recorded with a good feel
will stay exactly the same,

128 DRUM! www.drummagazine.com

This is an example of the Quantize Setup window in Steinberg
Cubase 4. I've selected a sixteenth-note grid with 23 percent

swing. The blue lines in the strip in the middle of the window give
a rough idea of the result. The non-quantized value of 30 ticks
(visible as red areas in the strip) tells Cubase not to quantize

notes that are close to the desired placement. “lterative strength”
is the Cubase-specific term for percentage quantization.

sound. | don’t think good
drummers have random
timing, and | don't think a
good sequenced part needs
it either.
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